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L.  O.  Cummings,  83  Crescent  Street. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  OFFICE  HOURS. 

Monday,  8.15  to  9.00  A.  M.,  4.00  to  5.00  P.  M. 

Office  open  on  school  days  8.15  to  12.00,  1.00  to  5.00. 
Saturday,  8.15  to  12.00. 

Office  in  Horace  Mann  High  School. 

Office,  79-3.  House,  232-3. 


REGULAR  MEETING  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Phrst  and  Third  Thursdays  of  each  month,  Horace 
Mann  High  School  at  8.00  P.  M. 


SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS. 

A.  J-  Gallison,  M.  D.,  Dean  Ave. 
Solon  Abbott,  M.  D.,  Dean  Ave. 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER. 

W.  T.  Hooper. 


Report  of  School  Committee 


To  THE  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Frankein  the  Schooe 
Committee  Makes  the  Foeeowing  Report  ; — 

Following  the  prescribed  custom,  the  report  of  the 
School  Committee  is  hereby  presented,  consisting  of  certain 
facts  connected  with  the  schools,  suggestions  concerning 
the  management,  relation  of  the  public  to  the  schools,  and 
detailed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Out  of  a budget  of  about  90,000,  the  voters  very  gen- 
erously allowed  for  school  purposes  $36,500,  about  40  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  appropriation.  But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  expenditure  of  this  money  nearly  $30,(i00 
is  a fixed  charge,  and  cannot  be  materially  lowered  by  this 
or  any  committee,  namely,  the  salaries  for  teachers,  jani- 
tors, expense  for  fuel  and  for  transportation.  The  sum 
expended  for  these  four  items  might  as  properly  be  spent 
by  the  Selectmen  as  by  the  School  Committee,  as  they  ad- 
mit practically  of  no  variation  from  year  to  year. 

The  balance  of  about  six  thousand  is  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee,  for  repairs,  .supplies  and  miscellanies.  Re- 
pairs can  be  neglected,  books  withheld,  and  supplies  cur- 
tailed only  at  the  expense  of  efficient  and  practical  admin- 
istration. Since  no  expenditure  of  public  money  so  mate- 
rially affects  every  citizen  of  the  town  through  his  children , 
a niggardly  policy  of  school  appropriation  can  only  react 
upon  the  voter,  and  the  loss  in  most  instances  can  never  be 
adequately  supplied  by  future  appropriations  or  expend- 
itures. 

Again,  it  is  axiomatic  to  say  that  Franklin  .schools  can 
only  turn  out  a satisfactory  finished  product  by  having  cap- 
able and  efficient  instructors,  and  these  can  only  be  ob- 
tained and  retained  by  paying  a good  teacher  what  her  ser- 
vices will  bring  in  the  open  market.  Any  other  course  can 
re.sult  only  in  teachers  of  mediocre  ability  and  ambitionless. 
The  maximum  price  paid  to  our  teachers  must  in  the  near 
future  be  increased  or  the  quality  of  our  teaching  reduced, 
owing  to  the  continued  drafts  made  upon  our  teaching 
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force  by  school  authorities  elsewhere.  This  result  is  inev- 
itable, and  the  loss  of  a good  teacher  in  the  middle  of  a 
school  year,  through  her  removal  elsewhere  by  reason  of  an 
increased  salary,  cannot  be  made  up.  It  is  true  teachers 
are  to  be  had,  but  as  there  are  teachers  and  teachers,  only 
good  teachers  are  to  be  had  by  paying  the  price,  a fact 
which  must  be  faced  and  faced  with  courage.  While  sal- 
aries here  may  not  differ  materially  from  those  in  other 
towns  of  equal  size  and  wealth,  yet  the  fact  remains  that  it 
is  difficult  to  secure  and  retain  good  teachers  at  the  price 
we  have  to  offer.  The  solution,  however,  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  tax  payer,  and  in  a measure  the  School  Board 
is  powerless  in  the  matter. 

Again  we  urge,  as  heretofore,  the  closer  relation  of 
parents  to  the  schools  and  the  teachers.  In  that  way,  and 
in  that  way  alone,  can  an  adequate  idea  of  the  conduct  of 
our  schools  be  obtained.  It  is  not  enough  to  depend  upon 
the  one-sided  garbled  reports  which  ma^^  be  brought  home 
by  children,  or  the  usually  unfounded  gossip  which  travels 
so  freely  and  rapidly  from  ear  to  ear.  The  teachers  wel- 
come this  closer  relationship,  realizing  that  it  makes  for 
more  efficient  work  on  the  part  of  their  pupils  and  a gener- 
ally improved  result. 

The  close  of  the  school  year  in  June  brought  the  re- 
tirement of  Superintendent  Carfrey  and  Principal  Pomeroy, 
and  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September  saw  Superin- 
tendent Cummings  and  Principal  Lamb  in  charge  of  affairs. 
Both  brought  to  their  new  duties  the  highest  of  recom- 
mendations, and  we  believe  that  they  have  at  heart  the 
maintaining  of  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  of  the  town  coin- 
cident with  the  best  traditions  in  educational  circles. 

We  cannot  close  without  alluding  to  what  an  eminent 
educational  writer  has  said:  “Not  until  the  voter  recog- 
nizes that  the  making  of  citizens  is  the  whole  business  of 
education  will  our  schools  come  into  their  rightful  place  in 
social  economy.  Free  citizens,  both  men  and  women,  are 
what  our  schools  are  destined  to  create  for  the  glory  of  our 
commonwealth  and  the  services  of  the  world.” 


Receipts. 


Appropriation 
Town  of  Norfolk,  tuition 
Town  of  Bellingham,  tuition 
State  Tuition 


$36,500  00 


240  00 
164  00 
254  00 
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Eben  Simpson,  tuition 

15 

00 

T.  M.  Buckley,  tuition 

15 

00 

Thomas  Holmes,  tuition 

7 

50 

Carl  Frederickson,  tuition 

7 

50 

J.  H.  Carfrey,  money  advanced 

for  expenses 

25 

00 

Miscellaneous  receipts  of  Supt. 

office 

5 

00 

Ginn  & Co.,  credit  on  bills 

4 

59 

C.  K.  Smith,  hay  on  Metcalf  lot 

3 

00 

W.  M.  Comey,  City  Mills  School 

House 

150 

00 

' 37,390  59 


Balance,  $8  28 

Medical  Inspection  Appropria- 
tion 200  00 

Expense  200  00  

Expenditures. 

General  Expenses  Includes  Sal- 


ary of  Superintendent,  School 


Committee  and  office  expenses  $ 

1,721 

01 

Instruction,  Salaries  of  Teachers 

and  Supervision 

19,858 

56 

Books  and  Supplies 

3,425 

13 

Janitors 

3,205 

50 

Fuel 

3,023 

77 

Transportation 

2,713 

35 

Repairs,  including  replacement 

of  Furniture 

2,398 

83 

Insurance 

432 

35 

Miscellaneous 

580 

51 

Promotion  of  Health 

23 

30 

$37,382  31 

We  recommend  that  the  Town  appropriate  $40,000  00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  B.  JOHNSON, 

DR.  SOLON  ABBOTT, 
JAMES  R.  HOSFORD, 

School  Committee, 


TWENTY=FOURTH  ANNUAL 

Report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1914. 


To  The  School  Committee  of  Franklin: 

I submit  herewith  my  first  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  which  is  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  series  of  annual 
reports. 


OPENING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

At  the  opening-  of  schools  in  September  a problem  was 
presented  in  the  objection  of  parents  in  the  Nason  Street 
district  to  having  the  younger  children  cross  the  tracks  to 
the  Metcalf  School.  In  the  assignment  of  schools  in  June, 
the  pupils  of  the  Nason  Street  seventh  grade  had  been  as- 
signed to  the  same  room  as  the  eighth,  making  it  necessary 
to  send  pupils  who  were  to  enter  the  fifth  grade  to  the  Met- 
calf School.  To  relieve  this  condition,  the  pupils  of  the 
eighth  grade  were  distributed  between  the  Ray  and  Met- 
cal  Schools.  A fifth  and  sixth  grade  was  then  formed  in 
the  Nason  Street  School.  This  arrangement  seemed  better 
from  an  educational  standpoint  than  having  an  eighth 
grade  in  a building  with  no  grades  above  the  fourth  inter- 
vening. At  the  Metcalf  School  the  older  pupils  have  the 
advantage  of  companionship  with  those  of  their  own  age, 
the  use  of  a large  playground,  and  the  influence  of  a man. 

DRAWING  AND  MANUAL  TRAINING. 

Miss  Ruth  M.  Meister,  a graduate  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Normal  Art  School,  was  elected  to  the  position  left 
vacant  by  Miss  Goding.  With  the  reduction  in  the  teach- 
ing time,  caused  by  having  a teacher  from  out  of  town, 
and  as  another  room  had  been  opened  at  the  Metcalf 
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School,  it  was  impossible  to  follow  out  the  old  schedule 
combining  drawing  and  manual  training.  Miss  Meister 
has  therefore  given  her  entire  time  for  two  days  to  the  su- 
pervision of  the  drawing.  This  has  allowed  her  a visit  to 
every  school  once  in  two  weeks  and  to  the  three  eighth 
grades  every  week,  where  formerly  the  outside  schools  and 
lower  grades  received  a visit  only  once  in  four  weeks. 

Miss  Meister  came  to  us  highly  recommended  by  the 
Art  School  authorities  and  her  work  and  interest  up  to  the 
present  time  have  shown  that  their  confidence  was  not  mis- 
placed. 

For  the  manual  training  in  the  High  School  and 
eighth  grades  Mr.  Austin  K.  Green,  a practical  carpenter, 
was  secured  for  one  day  a week.  This  is  in  accord  with 
the  general  movement  to  secure  men  of  practical  experi- 
ence, familiar  with  shop  practice.  The  aim  has  been  to 
have  the  work  as  practical  as  possible,  making  articles 
which  can  be  used  in  the  schools. 

For  details  of  the  work  in  their  respective  departments 
I refer  you  to  their  reports. 

MUSIC. 

The  Weaver  System  of  teaching  music  has  been  con- 
tinued under  the  direction  of  Miss  Marion  V.  Washburn, 
who  takes  Miss  Daggett’s  place.  The  union  with  Walpole 
in  employing  a supervisor  of  music  enables  us  to  secure 
Miss  Washburn’s  services  for  two  days  a week.  Coming 
directly  from  practice  work  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
George  Oscar  Bowen  at  Yonkers,  Miss  Washburn  brings 
enthusiasm  and  training  to  the  work,  so  that  the  high 
standard  set  by  Miss  Daggett  has  been  maintained. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  Summer  the  appearance  and  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  Nason  and  Arlington  Street  Schools  was 
greatly  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  outbuildings  and 
the  fences  which  were  formerly  necessary  to  separate  the 
boys’  and  girls’  yards.  This  change  gives  much  more 
room  in  the  yard,  which  will  be  used  to  advantage  for 
playground  activities. 

By  the  purchase  of  an  automatic  floor  oiler,  it  has 
been  possible  to  keep  the  .school  room  floors  in  better  con- 
dition, reducing  the  dust,  which  in  the  older  buildings, 
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where  the  floors  are  poor,  was  a decided  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  children.  Some  of  these  older  floors  are  in 
very  poor  condition  and  should  be  replaced  in  the  next 
summer  vacation. 

During  the  Christmas  recess  the  old  non-adjustable 
chairs  and  desks  in  the  flrst  grade  rooms  at  the  Thayer  and 
Nason  Street  Schools  were  replaced  by  adjustable  furni- 
ture. As  this  requires  much  less  space  than  the  old,  it 
was  possible  to  so  arrange  it  that  more  freedom  of  action  is 
permitted,  a thing  which  is  essential  in  the  proper  physical 
development  of  small  children.  The  Thayer  and  Nason 
Street  Schools  were  also  equipped  with  electric  lights.  Bet- 
ter provision  was  made  in  all  of  the  schools  for  sounding  a 
Are  alarm,  particular! in  making  it  possible  for  the  janitor 
to  sound  an  alarm  from  the  boiler  room,  a most  important 
point  in  the  consideration  of  Are  risks. 

OUTSIDE  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS- 

Steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  provide  better  heat- 
ing arrangements  at  the  North  and  South  Franklin  Schools. 
At  present  in  the  North  Franklin  School  there  is  an  un- 
jacketed stove,  which  should  either  be  fitted  with  a jacket, 
or  removed  and  placed  in  a heating  chamber,  which  could 
be  built  under  the  school  at  a very  small  expense.  At 
South  Franklin  there  is  a furnace  in  the  school  room.  The 
furnace  is  jacketed,  but  in  spite  of  this,  the  room  is  ex- 
tremely uncomfortable.  The  furnace  should  be  placed 
beneath  the  room.  If  schools  are  to  be  maintained  in  these 
buildings  it  is  surely  unfair  that  in  these  days  children  on 
the  farms  should  be  subjected  to  the  discomforts  of  the  old 
fashioned  school.  Such  conditions  are  not  conducive  to. 
hold  the  boys  on  the  farm  or  to  advance  the  “back  to  the 
land  ” movement.  In  both  schools  and  in  the  Unionville 
School  water  should  be  provided.  At  the  latter  the  town 
water  can  be  installed.  At  North  and  South  Franklin 
pumps  will  be  necessary.  It  is  obviously  impossible  to 
teach  and  develop  the  habit  of  cleanline.ss  in  children  with- 
out water. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  OFFICE. 

The  Superintendent  welcomed  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  to  provide  a clerk  for  his  office  and  the  High 
School  Principal,  as  the  clerical  work  was  consuming  far 
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too  much  of  the  time  which  should  have  been  spent  in  the 
schools.  To  the  clerical  work  of  issuing  and  exchanging 
the  labor  certificates,  made  necessary  by  the  new  employ- 
ment law,  was  added  this  year  a new  form  of  census.  This 
is  a card  record  providing  for  a continuous  history  of  every 
child  in  town,  with  changes  of  address,  dates  of  leaving 
school  to  go  to  work  and  of  working  certificates.  If  these 
records  were  to  be  of  any  value,  it  was  imperative  that  they 
be  up  to  date.  Without  clerical  assistance  in  the  office,  this 
would  have  been  an  impossibility.  The  office  is  now  open 
on  all  school  days  from  8.15  to  12  and  from  1.00  to  5.00. 
On  Saturday  the  office  will  close  at  12.00.  Working  cer- 
tificates can  be  obtained  during  these  hours.  The  Super- 
intendent’s regular  office  hours  will  be  on  Monday  from 
8.15  to  9.00  A.  M.  and  from  4.00  to  5.00  on  Monday  after- 
noon. He  can  be  seen  at  any  other  time  by  appointment. 

SCHOOT  SAVINGS. 

At  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  local 
W.  C.  T.  U.  a school  savings  bank  is  being  started  in  the 
schools.  A form  of  school  savings  was  recommended  by 
my  predecessor  in  his  last  report  and  the  subject  treated  at 
a public  meeting  last  year.  With  the  way  thus  prepared, 
and  with  the  encouragement  of  the  local  bankers  the  time 
seemed  ripe  for  instituting  some  form  of  school  savings. 
That  adopted  is  one  which  has  been  carried  out  success- 
fully at  the  Forster  Scho  >1  in  Somerville  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Principal,  Mr.  Joseph  Ewart,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  scheme  and  for  his  courtesy  in  showing  to 
our  teachers  the  bank  of  his  school  in  operation. 

Under  this  system  the  pupils  carry  on  the  banking  as 
a part  of  their  work  in  arithmetic.  The  practical  experi- 
ence which  pupils  get  in  this  way  is  extremely  valuable,  as 
the  necessity  of  absolute  accuracy  is  brought  home  by  ac- 
tual participation  in  a business  operation.  It  is  planned  to 
commence  the  work  in  the  Metcalf  and  Ray  Schools  and 
then,  as  the  pupils  become  familiar  with  tlie  methods,  they 
will  take  charge  of  the  savings  in  the  other  schools.  The 
Benjamin  P'ranklin  vSavings  Bank  will  act  as  the  depository, 
and  in  this  connection  we  have  to  acknowledge  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  ad- 
vised us  in  the  matter,  and  cheerfully  accepted  the  addi- 
tion to  his  duties,  which  the  plan  will  entail.  A pass  book 
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will  be  issued  by  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Savings  Bank 
when  a pupil  has  a balance  of  three  dollars.  Thereafter 
sums  of  one  dollar  and  over  will  be  transferred  from  the 
school  bank  book  to  the  Bank’s  pass  book. 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

With  the  passage  of  the  new  law  last  May,  requiring 
towns  to  maintain  evening  schools,  if  twenty  certificates 
authorizing  the  employment  of  illiterate  minors  were  issued 
between  Sept.  1,  1913  and  August  31,  1014,  the  Town  of 
Franklin  must  provide  an  evening  School.  There  were 
issued  in  Franklin,  during  that  tune,  sixty  eight  such  cer- 
tificates. At  present  some  of  these  minors  have  become  of 
age;  others  have  left  town;  so  that  the  number  required  to 
attend  evening  school  has  been  reduced.  There  are  at 
present  45  to  whom  the  law  applies,  24  of  whom  are 
employed. 

It  is  planned  to  open  the  school  on  Thursday,  January 
21,  1915,  with  classes  every  Tuesda}^  and  Thursday  for  a 
term  of  ten  weeks.  The  classes  will  meet  in  the  High 
School  Building  where  there  are  accommodations  for  older 
pupils. 

The  need  of  an  opportunity  for  non-English  speaking 
people  to  learn  our  language  is  certainly  not  to  be  gainsaid. 
The  presence  in  a community  of  any  considerable  number 
of  people  who  cannot  understand  the  English  language  is 
a source  of  danger.  As  long  as  they  lack  the  means  of  un- 
derstanding our  American  ideals,  these  people  can  be  made 
the  prey  and  tools  of  any  irresponsible  agitator.  It  is  a 
mistake  to  allow  them  to  remain  in  unassimilated  groups, 
without  the  opportunity  of  learning  our  language. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  grappled  with  the  problem  here 
in  Franklin  for  several  years  and  has  rendered  the  com- 
munity a valuable  service.  It  has  been  at  a disadvantage, 
however,  in  that  it  could  not  require  the  attendance  of 
those  who  are  most  in  need  of  instruction.  Many,  too,  are 
either  unable  to  pay  the  fee  or  not  enough  interested  to  pay 
for  schooling.  A public  evening  school,  however,  with  its 
power  to  require  attendance  as  a condition  of  employment, 
and  its  greater  resources  in  the  shape  of  books,  records, 
attendance  officers  and  equipment  is  much  better  fitted  to 
deal  with  the  problem. 
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The  laws  relating  to  the  attendance  of  illiterate  minors  ' 
on  evening  school  are  included  here  for  the  guidance  of 
parents  and  employers. 


SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OF  ILLITERATE  MINORS. 
Chapter  467,  Acts  1913. 

Section  1.  Every  illiterate  minor  between  sixteen 
and  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall  attend  some  public  even- 
ing school  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  he  resides  for  the 
whole  time  during  which  the  public  evening  schools  are  in 
session:  provided,  that  such  city  or  town  maintains  a pub- 
lic evening  school.  Attendance  at  a public  day  .school,  or 
at  a private  school  approved  for  the  purpo.se  by  the  school 
committee,  shall  exempt  such  minor  from  attending  a pub- 
lic evening  school.  This  act  shall  not  affect  any  existing 
laws  regarding  the  compulsory  school  attendance  of  illiter- 
ate minors  or  their  employment,  but  shall  be  in  addition  to 
such  laws. 

Section  2.  An  illiterate  minor  who  willfully  vio- 
lates any  provision  of  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a fine 
of  not  less  than  five  dollars. 

Section  3.  Every  person  having  under  his  control 
an  illiterate  minor  between  sixteen  and  twenty-one  years 
of  age  shall  cause  him  to  attend  a public  evening  school  as 
hereby  required;  and  if  .such  person  fails  for  six  sessions 
within  a period  of  one  month  to  cause  the  minor  so  to  at- 
tend school,  unle.ss  the  minor’s  physical  or  mental  condi- 
tion is  such  as  to  render  his  attendance  at  school  harmful 
or  impracticable,  such  person  shall,  upon  complaint  by  a 
truant  officer  and  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a fine 
of  not  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Section  4.  Whoever  induces  or  attempts  to  induce 
such  minor  to  absent  himself  unlawfully  from  school,  or 
employs  such  a minor  except  as  is  provided  by  law,  or  har- 
bors such  a minor  who,  while  .school  is  in  session,  is  absent 
unlawfully  therefrom,  shall  be  puni.shed  by  a fine  of  not 
more  than  fifty  dollars. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  MINORS  BETWEEN  16  AND  21. 
Chapter  779,  Acts  1913. 

If  the  educational  certificate  of  any  child  who  is  over 
sixteen  and  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  fails  to  show 
that  said  child  possesses  the  educational  qualifications  enu- 
merated in  section  one  of  chapter  forty-four  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  as  amended,  then  no  person  shall  employ  such  child 
while  a public  evening  school  is  maintained  in  the  city  or 
town  in  which  the  child  resides,  unless  such  child  is  a reg- 
ular attendant  at  such  evening  school  or  at  a day  school, 
and  presents  to  his  employer  each  week  a school  record  of 
such  attendance.  When  such  record  shows  unexcused  ab- 
sences, such  attendance  shall  be  deemed  to  be  irregular  and 
insufficient.  The  person  authorized  to  issue  educational 
certificates,  or  teachers  acting  under  his  authority,  may, 
however,  excuse  justifiable  absence.  Whoever  employs  a 
child  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  for- 
feit not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  offence  to 
the  use  of  the  evening  schools  of  such  city  or  town.  A 
parent,  guardian  or  custodian  who  permits  a child  to  be 
employed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
forfeit  not  more  than  twenty  dollars,  to  the  use  of  the  even- 
ing schools  of  such  city  or  town. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

As  the  course  of  study  for  the  High  School  had  been 
rearranged  by  my  predecessor  and  the  pupils  had  chosen 
their  electives,  it  seemed  best  to  follow  the  plan  as  far  as 
practicable.  With  the  experience  gained  from  a year’s 
trial  of  the  new  arrangement,  it  will  be  possible  to  make 
any  necessary  changes  intelligently.  One  fact  was  very 
evident:  that  pupils  choose  their  subjects  with  very  little 
thought  of  the  career  they  expect  to  follow.  The  majority 
of  pupils,  in  fact,  have  never  seriously  considered  the  mat- 
ter. This  is  a fault  common  in  most  schools  and  is  more 
dangerous  with  a free  elective  system.  The  earnestness, 
which  is  gained  from  the  possession  of  a life  purpose,  should 
be  secured  to  our  pupils  as  early  in  their  High  School  ca- 
reers as  possible.  To  this  end  they  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  demands  for  the  different  kinds  of  training  and 
the  rewards,  pecuniary  and  otherwise,  which  may  reason- 
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ably  be  expected  in  the  various  occupations.  Then  in  the 
light  of  their  own  tastes  and  capacities  and  the  financial 
circumstances  of  their  families,  under  the  guidance  of  par- 
ents and  teachers,  they  should  be  able  to  make  an  intelli- 
gent choice.  Such  a course  in  vocational  guidance  will 
make  the  entire  work  of  the  school  more  purposeful  and 
consequently  more  efficient. 

In  anticipation  of  a large  entering  class  certain  changes 
in  the  seating  arrangement  were  made  during  the  summer. 
Some  relief  from  the  crowded  conditions  of  the  previous 
year  was  gained  by  removing  the  fixed  chairs  and  desks 
from  one  room  on  the  second  floor  and  distributing  them 
in  the  other  rooms.  The  room  thus  freed  was  divided  by 
folding  doors  and  equipped  with  tablet  arm  chairs,  making 
it  possible  to  accommodate  larger  classes  and  giving  one 
additional  room  for  recitation  purposes.  More  room  for 
the  typewriting  class  was  secured  by  using  an  entry  way, 
replacing  the  wooden  door  panels  with  glass  to  secure  more 
light.  The  classes  in  drawing  have  been  conducted  on  the 
stage  in  the  assembly  hall,  and  the  laboratory,  which  has  a 
seating  space  for  about  twenty  pupils,  has  been  used  by  a 
class  of  forty. 

These  makeshifts  have  made  it  possible  to  carry  on 
the  work  after  a fashion,  but  it  seems  as  if  the  limit  had 
been  reached  in  this  direction.  Some  of  the  classes  should 
have  been  divided  this  year  to  enable  the  brighter  pupils 
to  proceed  at  a faster  rate.  With  no  rooms  available  for 
extra  recitations  it  was  impossible  to  do  this. 

That  the  High  School  is  increasingly  serving  the  com- 
munity will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  showing  the 
relation  of  the  High  School  enrolment  and  the  number  of 
graduates  to  the  average  membership  of  all  the  schools.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  ratio  of  the  enrolment  to  the  aver- 
age membership  of  all  the  grades  has  nearly  doubled  in  the 
last  ten  years.  Up  to  the  last  year,  however,  the  number 
of  High  School  graduates  has  not  increased  in  the  same 
proportion.  This  means  that  a large  number  of  those  en- 
tering High  School  do  not  remain  to  graduate. 
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Membership,  Etc.,  of  High  School  for  a Series  of  Years. 


UJ 

Average  Membership 

1 of  All  Schools 

High  School  Enroll- 

ment, January 

Percent  of  Average 

Membership  of 

All  Schools 

i 

1 

Number  of  Graduates 

of  High  School 

Per  Cent  of  Average 

Membership  of 

All  Schools 

1904-1905 

914 

99 

10.8 

No 

Data 

1905-1906 

898 

97 

10.8 

! 

! 

1906-1907 

945 

104 

11.0 

14 

1.4 

1907-1Q08 

975 

116 

11.8 

13 

1.3 

1908-1909 

965 

112 

11.6 

12 

1.2 

1909-1910 

917 

100 

10.9 

1 

16 

^ 1.7 

1910-1911 

1018 

163 

16.0 

16 

1.5 

1911-1912 

1040 

171 

16.4 

17 

1.6 

1912-1913 

1081 

174 

16.0 

14 

1 

i 1*2 

1913-1914 

1149 

217 

18.0 

39 

' 3.3 
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The  following  table  of  the  enrollment  by  sexes  for  a 
series  of  years  shows  that  the  boys  are  not  retained  to  the 
same  degree  as  the  girls. 


Datk 

G. 

IX 

G. 

X 

1 G.  XI 

IG. : 

XII 

Special 

Totals 

B 

G 

B 

G 

1 B 

I*" 

1 

G 

B 

G 

B 

1 ^ 

Total 

1905 

i 

1 

99 

1906 

97 

1907 

104 

N 

O 

D 

A 

T 

A 

1908 

! 

116 

1901) 

112 

1910 

36 1 

64 

100 

1911  - 1-26 

34 

53 

11 

15 

9' 

' 14 

14 

1 

3 

64 

99 

163 

1912-1-26 

27 

33 

23 

39 

9 

11 

i 

7 

13 

5 

4 

o 

o 

171 

1913  - 1-31 

35 

33 

15 

22 

1 

ni 

i 30 

8 

8 

3 

3 

78 

96 

174 

1914-1-3 

41 

42 

27 

29 

i 

13 

19 

11 

28 

2 

5 

94 

123 

217 

1914-12-24 

43 

45 

24 

31 

20 

21 

10 

18 

3 

3 

100 

118 

218 

P 

1 

1 

At  present  adequate  provision  is  made  for  the  boy 
who  wishes  to  go  to  college,  but  for  the  boy  who  does 
not  look  forward  to  college  the  school  offers  nothing  but 
commercial  work.  This  is  more  rightly  named  clerical 
work  as  it  is  adapted  to  girls,  who  expect  to  become  clerks 
rather  than  to  boys  who  expect  to  enter  the  business  world. 
As  this  is  an  agricultural  community  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  school  should  offer  some  work  in  agriculture.  This 
could  be  done  at  very  little  expense,  with  the  state  aid 
w^hich  is  available,  but  under  present  conditions  it  is  im- 
possible on  account  of  the  lack  of  recitation  rooms.  Part 
time  work  for  boys  leading  to  the  industries  has  also  been 
suggested,  but  here  again  recitation  rooms  are  not  avail- 
able. Some  provision  should  be  made  for  those  girls  who 
look  forward  to  the  noblest  of  all  professions,  that  of  home 
making,  but  in  the  present  crowded  quarters  this  is  out  of 
the  que.stion. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  pupils  who  are 
attending  High  School  and  the  already  crowded  condition 


16 


of  the  school  and  also  the  impossibility  of  adapting  the 
work  to  hold  those  pupils  who  are  not  preparing  for  col- 
lege, would  it  not  be  well  for  the  town  to  appoint  a com- 
mittee to  investigate  with  the  school  authorities  conditions 
and  needs  at  the  High  School  and  to  report  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  or  a meeting  specially  appointed  ? 

TEACHERS’  SALARIES. 

The  question  of  teachers’  salaries  is  one  which  the 
town  must  seriously  consider  and  it  is  brought  forcibly  to 
the  front  at  the  present  writing,  when  two  of  the  upper 
grade  teachers  have  resigned  to  accept  more  remunerative 
positions.  Miss  Hall  leaves  the  eighth  grade  of  the  Ray 
School  to  go  to  Everett;  Miss  Conroy  the  seventh  grade  in 
the  same  school  to  accept  a position  in  Norwood.  Thus, 
at  the  same  time,  two  of  the  most  important  grades  are  left 
without  teachers  in  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  loss  of 
time  and  waste  of  effort,  which  are  inevitable  in  making 
the  readjustments  which  a change  of  teachers  necessitates, 
are  serious  in  both  cases.  In  the  case  of  the  eighth  grade, 
however,  the  situation  is  more  complicated  as  the  pupils 
are  preparing  for  High  School.  They  cannot  enter  the 
High  School  prepared  as  they  would  have  been,  with  the 
same  teacher,  and  consequently  the  standard  of  the  High 
School  is  lowered. 

We  must  face  the  fact  that  these  teachers  cannot  be 
replaced  by  teachers  of  equal  strength  for  the  salaries  which 
they  received.  The  fact  that  Franklin  is  Miss  Conroy’s 
home  has  given  the  pupils  the  benefit  of  a superior  teacher 
and  the  Town  is  fortunate  to  have  retained  the  services  of 
such  a teacher  as  long  as  it  has.  Miss  Hall  came  from  Maine, 
where  there  are  other  good  teachers,  who  are  willing  to  come 
to  Massachusetts  for  the  sake  of  the  educational  advantages 
which  the  state  affords.  Another  factor,  however,  has  been 
added  to  the  salary  problem  in  the  passage  of  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  Teachers’  Retirement  Association,  which  all 
teachers  entering  the  service  in  this  state  must  join.  The 
minimum  annual  payment  is  thirty-five  dollars  and  the 
amount  of  a teacher’s  salary  available  for  immediate  use  is. 
reduced  by  this  amount.  It  will  therefore  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  .secure  teachers  from  other  states  for  the  same  sal- 
aries, which  have  formerly  attracted  them.  Consequently 
the  town  will  have  to  employ  teachers  with  le.ss  training 
and  experience  or  pay  more  for  its  teachers. 


17 


It  is  a trite  saying  that  the  teacher,  makes  the  school 
but  the  truth  of  the  statement  remains  the  same.  Good 
text  books,  good  equipment,  good  buildings  are  necessities 
in  carrying  on  good  schools,  but  in  the  last  analysis  it  is 
the  teacher  who  teaches,  who  develops  better  methods  of 
work,  who  inspires  boys  and  girls  to  higher  ideals  of  living. 
Character  in  boys  and  girls  is  developed  under  the  wise 
leadership  of  strong  characters  and  to  retain  teachers  with 
strong  character  and  the  genius  of  leadership,  we  must  ex- 
pect to  pay  them,  just  as  we  expect  to  pay  the  good  mason, 
plumber  or  carpenter.  Surely  the  people  of  Franklin  are 
not  going  to  be  content  to  lower  the  standards  of  their 
schools.  I recommend,  therefore,  that  the  salary  schedule 
be  revised  in  the  light  of  what  other  towns  of  the  same 
valuation  are  paying  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Teachers’  Retirement  Association. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Better  heating  arrangements  and  water  for  the  outside 
schools. 

Revision  of  the  salary  schedule  to  meet  the  assessment 
of  the  Teachers’  Retirement  Association. 

Investigation  with  a committee  appointed  by  the  Towm, 
of  conditions  and  needs  at  the  High  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  O.  CUMMINGS, 

January  14,  1915.  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


REPORT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL. 

To  THE  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  High  School  is  232.  Last 
June  a class  of  42  graduated,  of  which  number  23  are  this 
year  attending  other  schools  and  colleges. 

In  September  88  entered  the  Freshman  Class.  Some 
of  these  do  not  appear  to  be  able  to  profit  by  the  High 
School  studies,  and  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  them, 
if  they  could  recite  in  separate  classes  and  be  given  work 
better  adapted  to  their  needs. 
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The  laws  of  the  state  require  us  to  maintain  a High 
School  that  shall  fit  for  the  colleges  of  the  state,  and  we 
need  no  further  proof  of  the  fact'  that  we  are  doing  this, 
than  the  privilege  that  we  have  of  sending  our  graduates 
to  these  colleges  without  any  examinations.  t)Ut  a majority 
of  our  High  School  pupils  do  not  go  to  college  and  we, 
therefore,  have  to  lace  the  problem  of  preparing  them  to  be 
citizens  without  any  further  school  priviliges. 

Looking  towards  this  end,  a class  in  Community  Civics 
has  been  formed.  In  this  class  the  different  activities  of 
the  town  are  studied.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  water 
supply,  fire  department,  police  department  and  courts, 
sewers,  library  and  common  have  been  investigated,  and  it 
is  planned  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  to  take  up 
mills,  railroads,  banking,  streets,  taxes,  town  meetings, 
elections  and  town  officials.  Much  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested. Representatives  from  the  different  departments 
under  consideration  have  addressed  the  class  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  pupils  who  take  this  subject  will  be  betier 
fitted  to  take  their  places  as  citizens,  when  their  school 
days  are  over. 

There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest  manifested  in 
commercial  subjects  and  it  has  been  necessary  for  Miss 
Pedersen  to  teach  every  period  of  the  week  and  to  super- 
vise all  the  typewriting  while  conducting  other  recitations. 

Four  more  typewriters  have  been  secured  and  put  into 
the  hall  between  the  typewriting  room  and  Miss  Pedersen’s 
room . 

A little  more  than  a year  ago  Mr.  George  P'.  S.  Sin- 
gleton gave  a sum  of  money  with  which  to  purchase  an 
emblem,  which  should  be  a prize  for  excellence  in  decla- 
mation, to  be  competed  for  by  High  Schools  in  this  vicin- 
ity. An  ornamental  shield  was  purchased  and  a league 
was  formed,  consisting  of  the  High  Schools  at  Hopedale, 
Mansfield,  Plainville,  Woonsocket  and  Franklin. 

The  first  contest  was  held  m December,  1913,  and  the 
prize  was  won  by  a student  from  Mansfield.  As  a direct 
outcome  of  this  contest,  the  graduating  class,  last  June, 
presented  to  the  School  another  shield,  which  will  be  the 
prize  for  future  interclass  speaking  contests.  The  winners 
of  the  interclass  contests  will,  no  doubt,  represent  this 
school  in  the  future  contests  for  the  Singleton  shield,  and 
we  shall  hope  to  bring  it  back  to  P'ranklin  and  keep  it  here 
permanently. 
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In  October  the  Athletic  Association  commenced  to 
serve  lunches  during  the  long  recess.  In  this  they  have 
been  greatly  helped  by  the  citizens  of  the  town,  who  have 
given  some  food  each  day  for  a period  of  ten  weeks.  Such 
loyal  support  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  means 
a great  deal  to  the  Association  in  many  ways.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  dollars  has  been  paid  on  the  debt  of 
the  Association,  and  enough  money  seems  to  be  forthcom- 
ing to  maintain  the  school  athletics  and  pay  all  bills  as  they 
come  due.  All  the  work  of  serving  the  lunches  has  been 
done  by  the  pupils,  and  one  interesting  fact  that  has  been 
revealed  is  that  some  of  the  girls  who  have  not  excelled  in 
some  of  the  subjects  offered  by  the  school  seem  to  be  nat- 
urally adapted  to  cooking.  It  seems  a pity,  therefore, 
that  they  cannot  be  given  some  instruction  in  this  subject. 

The  boys  in  the  Manual  Training  Department  are 
making  tables  on  which  to  serve  the  lunch.  They  are  also 
putting  shelves  into  the  small  room  on  the  third  floor  di- 
rectly over  the  girls’  dressing  room.  When  this  work  is 
completed,  this  room  will  be  used  for  books  and  supplies, 
and  then  the  tower-room  can  be  used  for  a School  Library. 

These  facts  mentioned  are  but  a minor  part  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  school.  The  major  part  remains  unchanged 
from  year  to  year  and,  therefore,  needs  no  explanation. 

Please  permit  me  at  this  time  to  thank  you  and 
through  you  the  citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port. 

Respectfully  submitted , 

CHARLES  B.  LAMB, 

Principal. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC. 

Mr.  L.  O.  Cummings, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Franklin,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir- — 

I present  the  following  report  on  the  work  in  music  in 
the  Franklin  Schools. 

My  aims  of  music  teaching  in  the  schools  have  been, 
first  to  develop  an  appreciation  of  good  music;  second,  to 
have  every  pupil  learn  to  recognize  and  produce  proper 
tones;  third,  to  develop  the  emotional  nature  and  the  aes- 
thetic sense;  fourth,  to  give  every  child  the  mental  disci- 


20 


pline  attainable  lliroiigh  the  study  of  the  language  of  mu^ 
sic,  its  sounds  and  symbols  for  reading  and  singing;  fifth, 
to  give  each  pupil  tue  cultural,  physical  and  social  benefit 
of  good  song  singing. 

I have  tried  to  follow  the  course  of  study  used  in  the 
teaching  of  the  Weaver  system  as  far  as  conditions  would 
allow.  Up  as  far  as  the  fourth  grade  the  work  is  improv- 
ing steadily,  and  results  realized.  The  pupils  are  doing 
the  average  amount  of  work  assigned  these  grades. 

Above  the  fourth  grade,  in  September,  the  spirit  and 
interest  for  music  was  absent;  poor  tones  produced,  also 
many  monotones  found.  This  was  due  to  their  lack  of 
musical  training  in  the  early  grades,  and  is  no  reflection  on 
my  predecessor. 

I have  tried  to  meet  the  conditions  of  each  grade,  es- 
pecially in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  giving  them 
what  they  will  need  the  most  in  later  life. 

The  work  has  progressed  very  slowly,  but  it  is  evident 
that  this  has  been  accomplished.  The  right  spirit  and  good 
will  for  music  has  been  aroused,  and  better  tones  produced. 
In  every  grade  above  the  fourth,  the  work  is  far  behind  the 
standard,  but  with  every  lesson  an  improvement  is  notice- 
able. 

The  High  vSchool  work  in  September  was  far  from  sat- 
isfactory. There  was  a marked  lack  of  spirit,  interest, 
ability  to  read  even  the  simplest  music,  and  poor  tone  pro- 
duction, especially  among  the  boys,  which  is  not  surpris- 
ing when  music  has  been  taught  for  so  short  a time.  My 
first  work  there  was  to  arouse  their  interest.  This  was 
done  by  the  singing  of  old  familiar  songs  not  always  of  as 
high  a standard  as  desired.  After  a few  lessons,  all  pupils 
showed  some  interest  for  music  and  at  least  put  forth  some 
effort  to  sing.  Gradually,  better  tones  were  produced  and 
.songs  of  a little  higher  standard  were  sung,  although  these 
are  necessarily  learned  by  note,  to  a great  extent.  The 
interest  and  spirit  is  now  excellent,  also  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  glee  club  and  orchestra. 

A special  teacher,  or  supervisor  cannot  do  all  the  work 
alone;  owing  to  the  co-operation  and  faithful  daily  work 
of  the  grade  teachers,  the  music  is  slowly,  yet  constantly 
improving. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARION  V.  WASHBURN, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 


January  7th,  1915. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING. 

Mr.  L.  O.  Cummings, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Franklin,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

In  answer  to  your  request  for  a general  outline  of  the 
work  I have  been  doing  in  the  schools,  I would  say  that 
during  September  and  October,  Color  and  Nature  Drawing 
were  taken  up.  Color  helps  the  children  to  notice  and  ap- 
preciate good  color.  Nature  Drawing  gives  the  children  an 
opportunity  to  produce  on  paper  what  they  see,  thus  train- 
ing their  eyes  and  hands. 

During  November  and  December,  Free  Hand  Printing 
and  Design  were  taken  up.  The  Printing  is  necessary  for 
its  use  in  the  home,  business  and  social  life.  Posters,  pos- 
tal cards  and  place-cards  for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
were  made.  Design  gives  the  child  a feeling  of  beauty  of 
shape  and  proportion  which  helps  him  to  choose  between 
the  beautiful  and  the  ugly  in  articles  of  everyday  use. 

During  January,  February  and  March  I intend  to  take 
up  Paper  Construction  Work.  This  will  be  to  give  the 
children  training  in  making  their  hands  and  mind  work  to- 
gether. 

In  the  eighth  grades  design  with  the  girls,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  sewing,  and  working  drawings  with  the 
boys,  in  connection  with  their  wood-working  is  being 
taken  up. 

In  the  High  School  the  work  has  been  practically  the 
same  as  in  the  grade  schools;  Nature  work,  Printing  and 
Design.  Later  w^e  shall  take  up  Design  in  connection  with 
dress  and  home  furnishing. 

In  Mechanical  Drawing,  enough  technical  work  is  be- 
ing taken  for  practical  use.  Working  Drawings  are  being 
made  in  connection  with  the  Woodworking. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  M.  MEISTER, 

vSupervisor  of  Drawing. 

Franklin,  Mass.,  Jan.  1st,  1915. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  CARPENTER. 

Mr.  L.  O.  Cummings, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

Beginning  the  Carpenter  classes  in  October,  the  first, 
lesson  for  the  Grammar  School  boys  was  planing  and  saw- 
ing to  a line  with  no  definite  dimensions,  on  scrap  lumber, 
and  after  they  could  do  fairly  good  work,  they  began  to 
make  small  objects  such  as  pen  and  pencil  trays,  foot-stools 
and  twelve  boards  for  School  Automobile  Signs,  and  painted 
them  two  coats  of  white.  At  present  they  are  making  par- 
titions for  the  cupboards  under  the  benches  so  that  each 
boy  can  keep  his  own  work  together. 

The  High  School  boys  hav^e  done  more  advanced  work, 
making  horses  to  saw  lumber  upon,  building  shelves  in  the 
High  School  store  room  for  books,  and  have  two  more  sets 
of  shelves  to  build.  For  the  lunch  rooom  we  have  one 
counter  nearly  completed  and  another  ready  to  put  to- 
gether, and  for  the  future  we  have  cabinets  to  build  for 
food  and  supplies,  also  cooking  and  drawing  tables. 

We  would  like  to  build  a cupboard  for  tools  so  that 
they  can  be  locked  up,  as  we  are  working  up  a system  of 
checking  tools  as  is  done  in  all  large  shops;  each  boy  to 
have  a certain  number  of  checks,  and  when  he  needs  an 
extra  tool  he  goes  to  the  boy  who  has  charge  of  tools  and 
leaves  his  check  for  the  tool  taken  and  receives  his  check 
when  the  tool  is  returned. 

New  projects  are  coming  before  us  all  of  the  time  and 
I hope  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AUSTIN  E.  GREENE, 

School  Carpenter. 

Franklin,  Mass.,  Jan.  1st,  1915. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 
To  THK  School  Committee  : 

In  making  this,  our  eighth  report,  we  would  empha- 
size all  that  has  been  said  in  previous  years  regarding  med- 
ical inspection.  In  our  first  report  made  in  1908  we  said 
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.that  “ a large  proportion  of  the  defects  are  in  the  throat 
and  nose,  in  other  words,  adenoids  and  diseased  tonsils.” 
In  addition  to  this,  may  be  added,  bad  teeth. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  adenoids  and  diseased  tonsils 
have  been  removed  or  cured,  but  to  quote  again  from  our 
first  report,  “ much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  educating 
parents  and  guardians  to  see  the  necessity  of  giving  these 
children  proper  treatment,  that  they  may  receive  full  ben- 
efit of  the  schooling  provided  for  them.” 

Without  a healthy  body  you  cannot  have  a healthy 
brain,  and  you  cannot  have  a healthy  body  when  the  month 
is  full  of  decayed  teeth,  and  the  throat  filled  with  diseased 
tonsils,  all  the  tin  e discharging  pus  or  septic  material  which 
is  constantly  being  absorbed,  and  as  constantly  devitalizing 
the  blood,  thereby  lowering  the  vitality  and  seriously  im- 
pairing almost  every  organ  of  the  body. 

Children  thus  suffering  are  seriously  handicapped  and 
cannot  compete  with  th<rir  mates  who  are  healthy.  They 
become  discouraged  and  leave  school  at  an  early  age  or  fall 
behind  their  fellows,  but  we  feel  encournged  because  .so 
many  have  listened  to  the  advice  and  recommendation  of 
the  school  physicians,  and  hope  for  still  further  improve- 
ment. 

Since  medical  inspection  was  begun,  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  general  cleanliness  of  the 
school  children.  The  head-louse,  once  so  common,  is  now 
almost  extinct.  In  1909  we  found  and  reported  70  cases. 
In  our  last  inspection  there  were  hardly  any. 

It  is  the  aim  of  corporations  to  lower  cost,  and  increase 
efficiency.  We  can  hardly  hope  to  lessen  the  cost  but  we 
may  hope  for  greater  efficiency.  Conservation  of  health 
means  saving  of  dollars,  a longer  life  and  greater  happi- 
ness. 

We  have  adopted  a new  card  system  this  yeai  which 
will  give  at  a glance  the  defects  from  which  children  are 
suffering,  also  if  anything  has  been  done  to  correct  such 
defect.  This  record  will  follow  the  child  through  his 
school  life  and  will,  without  doubt,  be  a great  aid  in  pro- 
moting the  general  health. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  no  system  of 
Dental  Inspection  and  it  is  the  belief  of  the  .school  physi- 
cians that  such  Dental  Inspection  should  be  instituted  at 
once  so  that  all  cases  of  bad  teeth  could  be  referred  at  once 
to  some  competent  dentist  for  proper  advice. 
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We  recognize  that  Dentistry  is  a profession  by  itself 
and  the  average  physician  is  not  competent  to  give  the  best 
advice  regarding  the  teeth,  and  we  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  the  Town  at  once  provide  for  such  inspection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMBROSE  J.  GAEEISON, 
SOLON  ABBOTT, 


Jan.  1st,  1915. 
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Bessie  B.  Hart  Bates  College,  A.  B.  1912 

Mildred  B Skerry  Boston  University,  A.  B.  1914 

Helen  J.  Goodspeed  - Smith  College  1914 

Jennie  M.  Pederson  Salem  Normal  1913 
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NASON  STREET  SCHOOL. 

^ ^ Date  of  Appointment 

Grade  Where  Educated  Present  Position 

Beulah  A.  Woodward  Prin.  5 & 6 Franklin  High  School  1911 

Edith  C.  Johnson  3 & 4 Framingham  Normal  School  1913 
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HICxH  SCHOOL  LIBRARIAN. 
John  Ambrose  O’Sullivan 


JANITORS. 

Name  School  Residence 

Charles  E.  Campell  Horace  Mann  High  10  Cottage  St.  Ct. 

Charles  R.  Clark  Ray  and  Thayer  67  Cross  St. 
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HORACE  MANN  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATING  EXERCISES.  FRANKLIN,  MASS., 
WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  AND  EVENING,  JUNE  24,  MORSE  OPERA  HOUSE 


PROGRAMME. 

AFTERNOON. 

March 

Salutatory — “ Folk  Songs  ” (illustrated  by  Songs) 

E.  Eucile  Murdock 

Essay — “ Relative  Appeal  of  French  and  German  to  High 
School  Pupils  ” 

Grace  M.  Rockwood 
Chorus — “St.  Mary’s  Bells  ” 

Oration — “ Dalton’s  Mission  to  the  World  ” 

Carl  E-  Adams 
Original  Story — “ Aladdin’s  Apple  ” 

May  E Eennon 

Piano  Solo — “Polonaise  ” Hoffman 

A.  Loretta  Walsh 

Class  History 

F.  Hazel  Gunning 

Gift  to  School 

Harold  Ellis 

Award  of  Medal 

Mr.  C.  F.  Frazer 

Chorus — ‘ ‘p'orget-me-not  ” (Girls’  Chorus) 

Valedictory — “ Old  and  New  Ideals  in  Education  ” 
Marjorie  I.  Abbott 

School  Song 

EVENING. 

March 

Chorus — “ Forget-me-not  ” (Girls’  Chorus) 


Recitation — 

(a  ) “ Road  to  Mandalay  ’ ’ 

(^)  “Gunga  Din  ” 

Alfred  J.  Gunning 

Class  Prophecy 

Letitia  M.  C.  Farrell 
Cornet  Solo — “ Elite  ” 

Edward  J.  Doherty 

Gifts  to  Class 

Mary  C.  Shea 

Award  of  Diplomas,  by  Chairman  Carl  B.  Johnson 


Class  Song 
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CLASS  SONG. 

(Tune — “ The  Watch  on  the  Rhine.” ) 

Adieu  to  Franklin  High  we  say, 

And  to  her  grateful  tribute  pay; 

As  now  we  leave  her  valued  shrine 
To  mingle  in  life’s  battle  line. 

Chorus: 

Dear  Franklin  High,  farewell  to  thee. 

Dear  Franklin  High,  farewell  to  thee, 

Still,  still  to  thee  and  thy  high  precepts  true 
AVe  face  the  world  inspired  our  work  to  do. 

And  when  in  after  years  we  turn 
To  where  thy  fires  still  brightly  burn. 

Once  more  our  voices  we  shall  raise 
As  loudly  we  proclaim  thy  praise. 


GRADUATES. 


Carl  Edwin  Adams 
Marion  Esther  Archer 
Helen  Claire  Blanchard 
Harold  Warburton  Ellis 
Charles  Alfred  Gregory 
*Mary  Elizabeth  Gunning 
Alfred  Joseph  Gunning 
Marion  Estey  Holmes 
May  Eleanor  Lennon 
Edna  Lucile  Murdock 
Margaret  Mary  McCabe 
Cora  Marjorie  Rhodes 
Aldea  St-  Pierre 
Lora  Edith  Searle 
Bessie  Jean  Smith 
James  Pascel  Shattuck 
Blanche  Christena  Sutherland 
Clara  Pauline  Simmler 
Ray  Cleveland  Tapley 
Maud  Sumner  Ward 
Florence  Elizabeth  Welch 
^Certificate  only. 


Marjorie  Irene  Abbott 
Beatrice  Mae  Bassett 
Fid  ward  James  Doherty 
Letitia  Marguerite  Farrell 
FTauces  Hazel  Gunning 
Albert  FTancis  Granger 
Carolyn  Amelia  Hood 
Mary  Elizabeth  Killilea 
Margaret  Frances  Lennon 
Louis  Edmond  Malley 
Carrie  Viola  Paver 
Grace  Muriel  Rockwood 
^Richard  Ralph  Savage 
Mary  Cecelia  Shea 
Louise  Julia  Savage 
Irving  Eugene  Scott 
Margaret  Rose  Smith 
Ralph  Thomas  Spence 
Alice  Loretta  Walsh 
Proctor  Phillip  Wilson 
*Nellie  Amelia  Young 


Class  Colors — Green  and  Gold. 
Class  Motto — Scienfia  est  Potent ia. 
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Horace  Mann  High  School. 

Distribution  of  Pupils  by  Subjects,  September,  1914. 


Subjects 

iFreshtnen 

Soph’s 

Juniors 

Seniors 

Totai 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 1 

G 

English 

1 

43 

45 

24 

1 

31 

1 

20 

21 

10 

18 

97 

115 

Eatin 

10 

18 

10 

1 

7 

1 

6 

1 

7 

22 

38 

French 

14 

28 

14 

13 

6 

11 

34 

52 

German 

2 

1 

4 

5 

3 

3 

9 

11 

16 

Commercial  Arithmetic 

29 

25 

;10 

16 

39 

41 

Algebra 

111 

17 

1 

40 

i 

7 

5 

26 

24 

Geometry 

11 

14 

5 

1 

16 

15 

English  History 

6 

13 

1 

4 

7 

17 

American  History 

5 

11 

5 

11 

Community  Civics 

10 

22 

6 

13 

16 

35 

Elementary  Science 

j46 

1 

33 

46 

33 

Chemistry 

1 

16 

1 

8 

5 

24 

6 

Commerc’l  Correspondence 

1 

7 

13 

7 

13 

Commercial  Law 

[ 

4 

10 

4 

10 

Bookkeeping 

10 

14 

1| 

5 

11 

19 

Stenography 

9 

13 

l| 

5 

10 

18 

Typewriting 

10 

14 

1 

5 

11 

19 

Penmanship 

35 

28 

1 

36 

28 

Mechanical  Drawing 

8 

i 

4 

1 

13 

Freehand  Drawing 

2 

7| 

3 

1 

i 

1 

2 

11 

1 
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School  Census,  September,  1914. 

Number  of  children  between  5 and  7 218 

Number  of  children  between  7 and  14  748 

Number  of  children  between  14  and  16  226 

Number  of  illiterate  minors  between  16  and  21  42 

STATISTICS. 

Population  Estimated  6,000 

Total  Valuation  $4,702,435 

Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  public  schools  to 
date  Jan.  31,  1913.  Jan.  31,  1914.  Dec.  24,  1914. 
1,127  1,209  1,240 

Increase,  present  year  over  last  31 

School  Returns. 

June,  1913  June,  1914 

Total  Number  enrolled  1,135  1,246 

Average  membership  1,006  1,079 

Percent  of  Attendance  94  94 

Number  of  regular  teachers  employed  35  38 

Number  of  special  teachers  2 2 

Total  number  of  teachers  employed  37  40 
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Eyesight  and  Hearing  Tests.  Fall,  1914. 


’Sc 

£ 

rt 

W 

Thayer 

Nason 

Arlington 

Metcalf 

Brick  1 

South  1 

1 Unionville  | 

1 

No.  examined, 

214 

158 

139 

137 

152 

^34 

23 

20 

21 

i 

No,  found  defective  in  sight, 

43 

23 

16 

7 

15 

24 

2 

6 

I 

No.  found  defective  in  hearing. 

2 

8 

0 

4 

3 

1 

j ' 

0 

I 

0 

No.  of  parents  notified, 

27 

12 

J3 

i ^ ^ 

17 

1 

25 

2 

7 

I 

Beginners  by  Age  and  Sex.  Sept.,  1914. 


Age.  Yrs. 

5-6  to  6 6to  6-6 

! 1 
6-6to  7I7  to  7-6 

7-6  to  8 

Totals 

Sex 

B 

G 

B 

G 

! 

1 

1 

G 1 

B G 

B G 

B 

G 

T 

.School 

1 

■ 

Thayer 

5 

4 

2 

1 

i 

1 

7 

4 

II 

Nason  St 

5 

6 

7 

9 

12 

16 

28 

Arlington  St. 

2 

5 

5 

7 

4 

6 

3 

I 1 

15 

19 

34 

Brick 

3 

I 

4 

i I 

2 

8 

3 

II 

Four  Corners 

12 

6 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

19 

15 

34 

North 

South 

I 

2 

j i 

1 

2 

3 

Unionville 

1 

2 

i ! 

I 

2 

3 

Totals 

23 

21 

28 

25 

9 

i 1 

3!  4 

i : . 

63 

61 

124 

44 

53 

18 

7 

1 

1 2 

Distribution  of  Pupils  By  Grade,  Age  and  Sex,  September,  1914. 


Membership  by  Schools  December  24,  1914. 
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r>  14  Boys;  589  Girls.  Total  1208. 


Eiirollment  in  Schools  by  Grade  and  Room 
Dec.  24,  1914 


SCHOOL 

High  School  (Horace  Man 
Ray 

Thayer 


Nason 


Metcalf 


Arlington 

Four  Corners 

Unionville 

Brick 

No.  Franklin 
So.  Franklin 


GRADE 


214 

8 

39 

8 

39 

7 

41 

6 

37 

5 

42 

4 

37 

3 

36 

2 

23 

1 

16 

6 nnd  5 

37 

4 

19 

3 

23 

2 

3U 

1 

31 

8 

19 

7 

22 

7 

25 

6 

14 

6 

21 

5 

18 

5 

41 

4 

39 

3 

36 

4 

36 

3 

34 

2 

43 

1 

36 

2 

36 

1 

37 

1-3 

21 

1-2 

23 

1-7 

14 

1-8 

23 

ROOM 

n) 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

2 

2 

6 

3 

4 

4 

3- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Calendar,  1914=1915. 
4 


Sept.  ■ 8,  1914,  Schools  opened. 

Oct.  12.  Holiday  (Columbus  day.) 

Nov.  25-27 . Thanksgiving  recess. 

Dec.  24.  Fall  term  ends. 

Dec.  24  to  Jan.  4,  1915.  Christmas  vacation. 
Jan.  4,  1915.  Winter  term  begins. 

Feb.  22.  Holiday  ( Washington’s  birthday. ) 
Mar.  2^.  Winter  term  ends. 

Mar.  26. — April  5.  Spring  vacation.  • 

Apr.  5.  Spring  term  begins 

Apr.  19.  Holiday  ( Patriot’s  day . ) 


June  11,,  PFeinentary  Schools  close. 

June  23.  High  .School  cominencenient*. 

June  . 25.  Hig’i  School  clo.ses. 

No  school  s'gnals — 2 bla^'ts  3 times  at  7:30  : Omit  ses- 
sion in  High  School.  At  8:15  : Omit  morning  session  in 
Pvlementary  Schools.  At  12:30;  Omit  afternoon  sessions  in 
PFementary  Schools. 


